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Abstract
This paper investigates the intricate conflict surrounding the expansion of wind power in the 
municipality of Bohnheim, Germany, amidst the global push for increased renewable energy 
capacity. To meet the 2030 targets, Bohnheim becomes a focal point for debates between local 
government, citizens, and the wind energy industry. The study investigates the subjective 
perceptions and motivations of key actors in the conflict, utilising semi-structured expert 
interviews and the conflict onion analytical tool. It explores the positions, interests, and needs 
of the mayor, district administrator, wind energy company representatives, and the citizens’ 
initiative opposing wind power expansion. The historical context outlines the municipality’s early 
engagement with wind power in the 1990s leading to highly emotional conflicts between 
proponents and opponents. These are characterised by intense personal attacks, heightened 
public debate, and deep-seated divisions over moral, ethical, and legal perspectives. Present 
dynamics involve legal challenges, criticisms of the municipal planning process, and concerns 
about environmental impact and health risks linked to wind power expansion. Findings highlight 
overlapping needs, such as environmental protection and the promotion of renewable energies, 
even as positions and interests diverge. The paper identifies potential resources for conflict 
transformation, including the shared commitment to the rule of law, justice and democracy. 
Financial impacts, health considerations, and population representation emerge as key themes 
requiring further exploration. The complex nature of the conflict emphasises it as not only as an 
obstacle but as an opportunity for development and learning of the municipality, fostering public 
debate on future-relevant topics and democratic behaviour. Beyond Bohnheim, the upscale 
results can help shape inclusive policies sensitive to diverse interests in municipal – and 
environment – related conflicts, benefiting the civil society, nature and the national economy 
mutually. Tied to sustainable energy strategies, the paper on hand offers inspiration for 
diversity-sensitive policy approaches, in Germany and abroad.
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1. Introduction
The European Commission states that 
“achieving the recently agreed EU tar-
get of at least 42,5% renewable en-
ergy by 2030, with an ambition to 
reach 45% renewables, will require a 
massive increase in wind installed 
capacity” (European Commission 
2023). As a result, renewable ener-
gies are accounting for an ever-larger 
share of the electricity mix. In Ger-
many, during the first half of 2023, 
renewable energies accounted for 
52% of gross electricity consumption. 
By 2030, this figure is set to climb to 
at least 80% (Die Bundesregierung: 
2024).

Resolutions of this kind require muni-
cipal directives for implementation in 
practice, where concrete challenges 
for people and the environment be-
come apparent. Debates about wind 
power’s usefulness and implementa-
tion occur between municipalities and 
the federal government. To quote Juli 
Zeh’s novel Unterleuten (2016), 

If Berliners are keen on wind power, 
they should put the windmills in their 
zoo”. However, this topic is also being 
discussed within many municipalities 
(Ziekow, Barth & Schütte et al. 2014), 
including the municipality of Bo-
hnheim. It is located in the district of 
Annastadt and on a plateau that offers 
ideal geographical conditions for wind 
power operations and is actively used 
for this purpose. 

The interviews conducted for this 
paper revealed that the conflict sur-
rounding wind power expansion in 
Bohnheim is particularly emotional 
and dynamic. According to Müller 
(2024), the reasons behind the emo-
tional intensity of conflicts over wind 
energy are people being driven by 
feelings of unfairness and personal 
impact; for instance, many feel that 
the energy transition disproportion-
ately burdens low-income groups. 

There is also distrust toward renew-
able energy policies, with some op-
ponents suspecting hidden political 
motives. Additionally, collective emo-
tions, such as a sense of empower-
ment from joining others in protest, 
play a significant role. Precisely these 
dynamics can be observed in Bo-
hnheim. 

From the legal perspective and public 
discourse, it is evident that the mayor, 
the party-political councillors, the dis-
trict administrator, and the district 
administration play fundamental roles 
in this conflict. Furthermore, the com-
pany Aufwind GmbH,1 which is the 
main driving force behind the con-
struction in Bohnheim, and the cit-
izens’ initiative Gegen den Wind Bo-
hnheim, which was founded in 
protest, must also be considered as 
primary parties to the conflict. Other 
civil actors are constantly involved in 
this conflict.

But what exactly do these actors 
actually want? What positions do they 
represent to the public, and what are 
their underlying interests and needs?

These questions are addressed in the 
conflict analysis, persuading various 
interests. On the one hand, conduct-
ing semi-structured expert interviews 
stimulates the self-reflection of indi-
vidual actors. On the other hand, the 
author uses the findings to encourage 
those involved to understand each 
other more fully, point out blind spots, 
initiate new discourses, and ultimately 
find solutions. 

This analysis does not aim to shed 
light on the conflict itself, but rather 
to understand and explain the sub-
jective perceptions and motives of the 
parties who are in conflict. In doing 
so, it makes a significant contribution 
1 In order to preserve the anonymity of the 
participants, all personal, institutional, and 
geographical names are fictitious.
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to the existing literature. Unlike 
broader studies focusing on national 
or regional perspectives, this analysis 
delves into the local level of the 
under-researched community of Bo-
hnheim. By emphasising the emo-
tional and socio-political dimensions 
of the conflict, it uncovers complex 
layers behind the apparent discourse 
that drastically hinder sustainable 
change and are often overlooked in 
similar studies. This study suggests 
pathways to accelerate and solidify 
such change, enriching the discourse 
on sustainable energy policy by illu-
minating the intricate realities of its 
implementation at the municipal level. 
Due to the representative nature of 
the conflict, the results not only 
provide valuable insights for under-
standing the dynamics of local energy 
debates but also for shaping a differ-
entiated and multi-layered policy in 
other regions with comparable chal-
lenges. Tracing communal lines of 
conflict in relation to the implementa-
tion of sustainable energy strategies 
will, consequently, provide inspiration 
for a socially, economically, and ecolo-
gically sustainable and herewith cli-
mate – just transformation – far 
beyond Bohnheim (Weber et al. 
2017). 

Since the case study refers to an 
assessment from 2020, in which the 
interviews were conducted, it shall be 
noted that the vacancies of the actors 
(e.g. mayor) have now been replaced 
with new individuals. The author 
recognises that this only offers a lim-
ited insight into a long-standing and 
complex conflict.  Due to the local and 
under-researched nature of the con-
flict, reference is made to the difficulty 
of sourcing, using information from 
interviews, internet sources, local me-
dia, and personal experience. Con-
sequently, if no source is given in the 
text, readers should know that the 
information (including in the back-
ground section) is based on the inter-

view analysis findings. The author 
considers her own subjective socio-
cultural perspective, as she grew up in 
Bohnheim, but emphasises the funda-
mental coherence in the communica-
tion patterns between herself and the 
interviewees.

2. Legal frameworks for wind energy 
planning
To grasp the conflict, the determining 
laws and regulations on the national 
and municipal levels need to be un-
derstood, as they essentially shape 
the conflict’s theme and related dis-
cussion points. Hence, they are out-
lined below.

The Renewable Energies Act 
(Erneuerbare Energien Gesetz [EEG]):
The EEG forms a key basis for promot-
ing renewable energies in Germany. 
Originating from the Electricity Feed-
in Act (Stromeinspeisungsgesetz) of 
1991, it obliges energy companies to 
prioritise renewable electricity feed-in 
into the grid. Updated in 2000 and 
regularly amended, the EEG promotes 
state investment in renewable ener-
gies. The objectives of the Act range 
from sustainable energy supply and 
climate and environmental protection 
to the promotion of technologies for 
generating electricity from renewable 
energies (Frey 2011). It is financed by 
the EEG surcharge, levied on the elec-
tricity price of individual households in 
Germany. It is collected by the energy 
supply companies and is used to fin-
ance the feed-in tariffs for plant oper-
ators who inject the electricity they 
generate into the grid.

§35 Building Code (Baugesetzbuch 
[BauGB]), building outdoors:
Section 35 of the BauGB stipulates the 
admissibility of outdoor buildings un-
der building planning law, including 
wind turbines. Since 1997, Section 
35(1)(5) of the BauGB has privileged 
the permissibility of wind power, 
provided that the project does not 
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conflict with public interests and that 
sufficient development and use for 
wind or water energy are guaranteed. 
§35(3) BauGB defines public concerns 
that must be considered during ap-
proval, from land use plans to envir-
onmental aspects. (Kümper 2017)

Local regulations for wind power 
planning through land use plans 
(Flächennutzungspläne [FNP]):
As explained above, German laws 
allow the building of wind turbines 
according to freedom of construction 
(§35 BauGB). By drawing up a land 
use plan (FNP), a municipality can 
restrict this freedom of construction in 
accordance with §5 of the BauGB by 
presenting its urban planning and 
development goals and mapping 
areas according to the type of use. 
Areas that should be used for wind 
power operations can also be identi-
fied here. Outside these areas, the 
use of wind power is no longer pos-
sible. §5(2b) BauGB also regulates 
that objective partial land use plans 
(STFNP) can be drawn up for purposes 
in accordance with §35(3)(3), includ-
ing for parts of the municipal area. 

In this way, municipalities can addi-
tionally control wind power develop-
ment by designating concentration 
zones (Piron 2019). If municipalities 
fail to regularly adjust their FNP, these 
might be declared invalid. If there are 
no effective wind priority areas in a 
municipality or in a city, a building 
permit or emission control permit for 
a wind turbine is permissible at any 
point in the city or municipal area and 
must be granted (§35 BauGB). Every 
property owner must be granted 
permission by the district – provided 
that pollution control, species and 
nature conservation, or the distance 
regulation from residential areas does 
not conflict with this. It can happen 
that the applicants oppose a rejection 
or communities/citizens oppose the 
approval of a wind turbine. In this 

case, one can file a lawsuit with the 
administrative court responsible for 
the respective district, which handles 
disputes between authorities and the 
population, making judgements on 
the final admissibility of a wind tur-
bine.

3. Background and outline of the 
conflict
To place the actors’ positions, in-
terests, and needs in context, the 
following section outlines historical 
and current events that are perceived 
as important and describes the local 
political framework conditions in the 
municipality of Bohnheim.

3.1 The conflict’s history
The municipality of Bohnheim belongs 
to the district of Annastadt. It consists 
of five villages and has a population of 
around 13,000. During the time of this 
study (2019/2020), the Christian 
Democratic Union (CDU) and the 
Social Democratic Party of Germany 
(SPD) were the most popular parties, 
holding 41% and 38% of council 
seats. The Green Party (Bündnis 
90/die Grünen) holds 10% of the 
council seats. A locally formed party 
and the Free Democratic Party (FDP) 
hold 3% and have formed a parlia-
mentary group (Borchen n.a.).

During the research for this paper, the 
interviewees reported the following 
information and events relevant to the 
history of the conflict:2 The municipal-
ity of Bohnheim offers ideal geograph-
ical and technical conditions for wind 
turbines. In the 1980s, the power 
station of Annastadt, which was the 
district’s leading electricity supplier, 
published a wind power atlas. This 
was intended to show that a serious 
investment in wind power in An-
nastadt was not economically lucrat-
ive. In the spring of 1995, they ap-
2 The remainder of this chapter presents additional 
findings from the study and is regarded as a 
secondary outcome.

15

Wind of change?

Journal for Global Negotiation

Sophia Dykmann



proached the banks with this position 
– investment in wind power was not 
worthwhile in Annastadt – and told the 
citizens that electricity prices would 
rise. Wind power was nevertheless 
pushed through by Aufwind GmbH 
and other companies and was first 
realised through citizen participation 
in nearby villages and cities. In 1997, 
the largest inland wind farm in Europe 
was built there – by Aufwind GmbH, 
among others. This project was sup-
ported by politicians and the mayor, 
Wilhelm Weber. In a citizens’ petition 
to review the population’s wishes, 
90% favoured the further expansion 
of this wind farm, with a participation 
rate of 10%.

Interviewees further reported that the 
first Bohnheim Energy Days were or-
ganised by the locally founded party 
Free Voters' Association in September 
1996 with the aim of stimulating a 
discourse on renewable energies, 
presenting and developing options for 
the community with the various com-
panies assisting. The background was 
the global impetus to promote renew-
able energies and the desire to phase 
out nuclear power following the 
Chernobyl nuclear disaster. At this 
time, however, most political repres-
entatives focused on isolated social 
issues rather than ecology. For that 
reason, interested turbine construc-
tion companies settled in other muni-
cipalities in Annastadt district. 

Here, wind power quickly proved to be 
economically successful for investors 
and shareholders. Farmers earned 
money by leasing land for the con-
struction of turbines. This led to the 
first conflicts between those who 
profited and those who saw wind 
power as a nuisance. Even when 
Aufwind GmbH was no longer depend-
ent on citizen financing, they contin-
ued doing so, aiming to minimise envy 
and allow the municipalities to share 
in the profits. Opponents criticise wind 

power, saying that it makes the elec-
tricity system unsafe and expensive 
for end consumers.

The privileging of wind power in 1997 
through §35 BauGB (1)(5) made 
building wind turbines in outdoor 
areas possible and more accessible. 
Accordingly, applications for the con-
struction of turbines had to be ap-
proved if no wind priority areas had 
been designated by the municipality 
FNP. As a result, the favourable wind 
conditions in Bohnheim led to an 
increase in construction. At the end of 
the 1990s and the beginning of the 
2000s, various local heritage organ-
isations protested in favour of pre-
serving local beauty and nature con-
servation and against the further 
expansion of wind energy. In 2015, 
the citizens’ initiative Gegen den Wind 
Bohnheim was founded, described by 
its founder, Lukas Nuhna, as a loose 
association of various interest groups.

3.2 Current dynamics
Bohnheim’s last FNP was declared 
pending and ineffective by the Admin-
istrative Court in 2016 due to a formal 
mistake. According to Mayor 
Schneider, no FNP has stood up in 
court recently. This is precisely what 
much of the public debate centres on. 
The Administrative Court and the 
Annastadt district administration have 
criticised the fact that the FNP in 
Bohnheim has not been adequately 
implemented. This is countered by 
accusations that the court is making 
political judgements in favour of wind 
power and is not acting in accordance 
with the objective standards of the 
rule of law.

In June 2019, the Bohnheim municipal 
council adopted the STFNP in accord-
ance with Section 5 (2b) BauGB, the 
planning of which was approved by 
the district government. Planning con-
centration zones for wind energy is an 
elementary part of the STFNP. How-
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ever, these did not create new plan-
ning opportunities; they were geo-
graphically reorganised. The narrow 
concentration of wind power planning 
on small sub-areas is intended to 
minimise the environmental impact. 
During the previous identification of 
potential areas, environmental con-
cerns and areas worthy of protection 
under species protection law were 
examined and excluded. Some poten-
tial areas were, therefore, not in-
cluded in the STFNP as concentration 
zones due to species and nature con-
servation concerns. 

The same applies to areas which, in 
the view of the specialised authorities, 
are subject to increased protection 
requirements for landscape protec-
tion, scenery, or regional culture. Pub-
lic opinion about the STFNP and the 
concentration zones was and is di-
vided. Some residents criticise the 
fact that the legally prescribed dis-
tance to residential areas is not main-
tained. They refer, in particular, to the 
minimum distance of 1500 meters 
from residential areas proposed by 
the state. These requirements could 
not be met due to the federal govern-
ment’s substance requirement. Wind 
power companies criticise the plan, 
saying that it would severely hinder 
the possibility of expansion. Some 
areas could be utilised but were nev-
ertheless rejected as potential sites. 
The municipality of Bohnheim replied 
that in the case of a communal as-
sessment, it also rejects potential 
areas that could have been used by 
wind turbines in principle on a case-
by-case basis.

The conflict is characterised by intense 
emotionality and attributions of indi-
vidual responsibility for groups or 
individuals’ health or economic condi-
tions. 

4. Methodology
To analyse the conflict, the instrument 
of the conflict onion was used. Semi-
structured expert interviews were 
conducted and analysed using 
Mayring’s (2015) qualitative content 
analysis. Its specific application is 
explained below.v

4.1 The conflict onion
The conflict onion as an analytical tool 
is intended to explore the needs, in-
terests, and positions of the parties 
that are in conflict. It uses interlocking 
circles to show these levels (Fisher 
2000). A need is understood as some-
thing that someone absolutely must 
have in order to exist.

An interest is something that someone 
really wants to have, what someone is 
very keen on, what is important or 
useful for someone. The position is 
what someone communicates as their 
wish, a point of view or an outwardly 
represented attitude on a certain topic 
(Marsh, Perez & Hallsworth et al. 
2015). By comparing the onions of 
different actors, it can frequently be 
discovered that the underlying needs 
do not necessarily contradict each 
other, even if the positions are con-
trary. The conflict onion is therefore 
seen as a suitable instrument for 
identifying the topics of conflict (at the 
levels of positions and interests) and 
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deeper-rooted elements of conflict (at 
the levels of interests and needs) from 
the perspective of the actors (Fisher 
2000).

The long-standing wind power conflict 
in Bohnheim is characterised by an 
escalating, unstable situation with low 
levels of trust between civil society, 
economic players, and state institu-
tions. The conflict onion model, which 
illustrates how actors tend to stick to 
entrenched positions over time, was 
used to explore deeper layers of the 
conflict and facilitate new levels of 
dialogue. (Fisher & Simon 2000). The 
tool promotes self-reflection on the 
part of the actors and can support 
conflict management. Semi-struc-
tured expert interviews were conduc-
ted to directly or indirectly enquire 
about positions, interests, and needs 
and summarise them in the conflict 
onion.

4.2 Semi-structured expert interviews
Semi-structured expert interviews 
were used to capture the conflict 
actors’ implicit knowledge of action 
(practical knowledge about how they 
and other conflict parties act in spe-
cific situations) and interpretation 
(understanding and perspectives on 
the conflict parties’ behaviours and 
occurring events) (Bogner & Menz 
2005). The participants, who adopted 
a subjective stance due to their in-
volvement, were interviewed. The 
analysis does not focus on the object 
of the conflict but on the subjective 
perceptual realities of the parti-
cipants. 

Extensive research on the conflict was 
carried out before the interviews (see 
Chapters 3.1 & 3.2). This prior know-
ledge helped to structure the inter-
views and define objectives (Wasser-
mann 2015). The experts were identi-
fied through a systematic review of 
the council information system of Bo-
hnheim municipality, which provided 

access to records of key decision-
makers and participants in relevant 
discussions. Additionally, local media 
sources were analysed to identify 
individuals who had publicly commen-
ted on or were involved in the wind 
power debate. These experts were 
then contacted via email or telephone. 
Except for the CDU members, who did 
not respond to an interview request, 
representatives of all conflict parties 
were recruited for an interview.  

A sample that closely aligns with the 
target population was chosen by in-
cluding key stakeholders who repres-
ent significant parts of the population, 
exert or are perceived to exert influ-
ence on wind energy development, 
and are actively engaged in the con-
flict (e.g., the company Aufwind 
GmbH with its plan to construct wind 
turbines in Bohnheim). It was import-
ant to ensure that they generally had 
a leading role in the institution or 
social group they represented. This 
selection aims to capture the diverse 
perspectives and power dynamics 
within the broader population affected 
by or benefiting from wind energy 
expansion. Exclusion criteria elimin-
ated groups or individuals lacking 
substantial representation, influence, 
or a public role in the conflict.

Before introducing them, it shall be 
noted that, although they did not 
request anonymity, it was considered 
advisable to anonymise the case 
study. Using real data would firstly not 
add value and secondly could negat-
ively impact the conflict dynamics, 
which have continued to change since 
this analysis was carried out. Thus, 
names, places, and company names 
have been replaced with pseudonyms. 
Any details or combinations of inform-
ation that might reveal identities have 
been omitted. If any conclusions 
about identities could still be drawn, 
the interviewees’ consent is acknow-
ledged.

18

Wind of change?

Journal for Global Negotiation

Sophia Dykmann



The mayor, district administrators, and 
representatives of interest groups 
were selected to cover the perspect-
ives of broad parts of the population. 
Their long-term interests, asymmet-
rical power relations, and social influ-
ences were considered. It is acknow-
ledged that the entire sample consists 
of persons who are white and male 
socialised, reflecting the predomin-
antly male and white-dominated 
structures of politics and business in 
Bohnheim and Annastadt. Although 
the sample does not capture the pop-
ulation’s diversity, the interviewees 
still accurately represent the key 
parties involved in the conflict. Ac-
cording to Mayring (2015) and 
MAXQDA software, the interviews 
were analysed using qualitative con-
tent analysis.

5. Findings
Due to the scope of this report, a 
representative selection was made 
from the interviews conducted. It in-
cludes the interviews with Schneider, 
Weber, Nuhna and Linde. Schneider 
and Weber are considered in their role 
as public officials. They are examples 
of formal conflict being engaged in 
official decision-making processes, 
adhering to regulations, and oversee-
ing legal and administrative proced-
ures. Nuhna and Linde, on the other 
hand, act mainly for private and civic 
reasons, thus representing a different 
level of conflict of interests and needs. 

This means that the conflict onion was 
used with Weber and Schneider from 
the perspective of their function and 
with Nuhna and Linde from the per-
spective of the person.

5.1 Louis Schneider – Mayor of 
Bohnheim

Person and relevance
Louis Schneider is a member of the 
SPD and held the office of mayor in 
the municipality of Bohnheim from 
2009 to 2020. He is relevant to the 
conflict discussed in this paper be-
cause, as elected mayor, he repres-
ents the municipality externally and 
heads its administration. Among other 
things, the administration has the 
task of drawing up land use plans, 
therefore, steering the construction of 
wind power. Schneider is chairman of 
the Bohnheim municipal council, 
which approves the FNP. In the follow-
ing, he will be examined in his role as 
a public official.

Positions
Louis Schneider takes the position, 
both professionally and personally, 
that there were already too many 
wind turbines in the municipality of 
Bohnheim and that construction 
should, for this reason, be halted. 
Furthermore, he calls for the preser-
vation of areas that are not built on by 
wind turbines. He emphasises that he 
recognises the function of wind power 
and considers it very important to 
combat climate change and imple-
ment the energy transition. He also 
believes that every local authority is 
responsible for contributing. However, 
he is solely concerned with the muni-
cipality’s disproportionately high num-
ber of turbines, which would have long 
ago lost citizens’ acceptance. He also 
finds it unacceptable how Aufwind 
GmbH is channelling financial re-
sources into the community. Such 
behaviour would destroy voluntary 
structures (such as participation in the 
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Bohnheim, SPD.

2. Wilhelm Weber: District Administrator of 
Annastadt, CDU.

3. Lukas Nuhna: Co-founder of the citizens' 
initiative Gegen den Wind Bohnheim.

4. Niklas Linde: Founder and Managing Director of 
Aufwind GmbH.

5. Bernhard Müller: Member of the Green Party 
Bohnheim.

6. Tobias Kleber: Member of the Free Voters' 
Association Bohnheim.

7. Gottfried Glas: Chair of the Social Democratic 
Party (SPD) Bohnheim.



Bohnheim Advent market), which 
would be a great pity. Schneider 
believes that it is and remains import-
ant to the people of Bohnheim (and 
himself) that Bohnheim is a quiet 
place with green spaces for young 
families. He wants to keep the struc-
tures for young families at a high 
level.

Schneider is “actually satisfied” with 
local politics in Bohnheim, as the vast 
majority agreed with his position. He 
also says he does not act with a 
party-political approach but, as 
mayor, is guided by what matters to 
the citizens. He gets along well with 
many people with conservative atti-
tudes and (also) represents conser-
vative values. The mayor’s post is 
Schneider’s dream job, and he is 
grateful to have fulfilled it for ten 
years. He believes it is important to 
have good advisors on his side. These 
are not those who support his opinion, 
but those with whom he could argue. 
He considers it difficult to find a 
solution, “What space should be cre-
ated now in which I can resolve this 
conflict beyond a solution of ‘enough 
is enough’? It does not work”. He does 
not consider the demand to make the 
decision-making processes on wind 
power more transparent to be import-
ant. The transparency of the pro-
cesses had nothing to do with the 
citizens’ concerns. For them, the out-
come itself mattered, which must 
include a stop to further expansion 
and not the process of how the out-
come is achieved.

Interests
Schneider does not welcome any 
extensive changes to the landscape. 
This stems from the assumption that 
flora, fauna, and nature in general 
would suffer from the development. 
He, therefore, wants a discourse on 
the meaningfulness of wind power and 
possible alternatives. In general, he 
favours the energy transition by pro-

moting renewable energies. Moreover, 
he would like the courts to be neutral 
regarding decisions, which he cur-
rently sees as having a clear bias in 
favour of wind power. He also strives 
for rational decisions in Bohnheim 
council. Currently, he has the impres-
sion that some votes are only taken 
because the decision-makers are 
against him and not against the issue 
itself. Furthermore, Schneider de-
mands the state to stop creating 
opportunities and subsidies that sup-
port behaviours such as the excessive 
and capitalist expansion of wind 
power.

He likes living in Bohnheim and enjoys 
the landscape, the infrastructure, and 
the good relationship with its resid-
ents. He thus wants to keep the 
structures for young families at a high 
level and maintain voluntary struc-
tures. In this regard, he would like 
large companies to understand the 
important interaction between the 
community and voluntary work (such 
as participation in the Bohnheim Ad-
vent market) and realise wind power’s 
impact. Overall, Schneider wants to 
represent social democracy ideologic-
ally and practically by striving for 
justice. He wants to implement and 
demonstrate democratic structures. 
He calls for honest opinions and 
dissent in order to reflect on his 
decisions so that he can act according 
to the best of his knowledge and con-
science.

Needs
Louis Schneider attaches great im-
portance to environmental protection 
and the protection of a sense of home, 
which he also projects onto the 
landscape. He also feels it is his duty 
as mayor to evaluate and represent 
the wishes of the citizens.  Volunteer-
ing is an elementary pillar for a func-
tioning municipality. Justice in general 
and its practical realisation according 
to the understanding of social demo-
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cracy also act as elementary values 
for his actions. Trust in the rule of law 
is also of fundamental significance.

5.2 Wilhelm Weber – District 
Administrator of Annastadt

Person and relevance
Wilhelm Weber (CDU) was the district 
administrator of the Annastadt district 
from 2004 until 2020. He heads the 
district administration, represents the 
district at public events, and main-
tains close contact with the towns and 
municipalities’ mayors, councillors, 
and administrations. He represents 
the district’s interests at the state 
government and the regional council. 
Regarding wind power, the district 
administration is the authority that 
examines applications for the con-
struction of wind turbines in accord-
ance with §35 BauGB in order to 
approve or reject them. Its role as a 
public official is analysed below.

Positions
First and foremost, Wilhelm Weber 
takes the position that he and thedis-
trict administration will authorise or 
reject wind turbines if this is pre-
scribed by law. Even if he considers 
the legislator’s decision about wind 
power to be good and correct, he 
believes that the limits of wind power 

use in Bohnheim have been reached 
or possibly already exceeded. He 
believes it should be up to the muni-
cipalities to decide whether or not to 
authorise the use of wind power above 
a certain limit. 

Hence, he believes it is right to look 
for options for certain limitations 
(such as minimum distances), even if 
this will no longer directly influence 
Bohnheim. He takes the position that 
urban centres cannot simply demand 
that rural areas provide their re-
sources without recognising the po-
tential for conflict and restrictions. He 
therefore considers whether regions 
such as Bohnheim, which provides a 
lot for renewable energies, deserve 
compensation, as they provide a great 
service to society that has not yet 
been honoured. He, therefore, finds it 
important to explain to the federal 
government that wind power con-
struction in regions such as Bohnheim 
(due to the altitude) quickly reaches 
the limits of what is acceptable. He 
believes that this has “also been 
recognised there”. According to 
Weber, it is the legislator’s task to 
ensure that a land use plan can be 
made sustainable. With specific 
reference to Bohnheim, he recom-
mends that land use planning should 
be drawn up on time and as accurately 
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as possible. Even if he recognises the 
challenges that come with it, from his 
perspective, it will make everyone’s 
efforts easier and prevent conflicts. 
Hence, he hopes that the current land 
use plan will stand up in court and that 

“the municipality of Bohnheim will be 
able to realise its planning objectives 
as it prefers”.

Interests
Weber’s central interest is law enforce-
ment through him as district adminis-
trator and the administration, regard-
less of personal attitudes. He finds it 
unacceptable that he and the district 
administration are threatened by vari-
ous actors and “attacked in the worst 
possible way”. This is unjustifiable and 
unacceptable in a constitutional state. 
Consequently, he strives for general 
recognition that the district adminis-
tration is not responsible for whether 
licenses are granted, which claims 
arise, and which FNPs fail in court. 
Nevertheless, it is important for him 
to take citizens’ concerns seriously 
and address them actively, e.g., by 
facilitating open dialogues. He recog-
nises that the transformation of the 
homeland is an emotional matter. 
However, he would like the conflict to 
be discussed rationally and without 
excessive emotionality and criticism 

(especially not directed at those who, 
like the district administration, obtain 
no decision-making scope). 

A factual exchange is crucial to him, 
which has already been achieved, 
e.g., in a citizens’ meeting, which he 
regards as very positive. Weber em-
phasises that everyone in Annastadt 
district bears responsibility for this 
conflict. He, therefore, hopes that a 
consensus can be found regarding the 
use of the landscape. Peace should be 
restored between wind power oppon-
ents and supporters. As the district 
administrator, he endeavours to 
achieve this and, in this regard, ac-
cepts the wishes of the Bohnheim 
municipal council. In general, Weber 
is convinced that promoting renew-
able energies is necessary, whereby 
regions such as Bohnheim should not 
be overburdened.

Needs
A central need of the district adminis-
trator is to uphold the principle of the 
rule of law and the reliability of the 
district as a public administration in its 
application. In this respect, there is a 
need for fairness in the behaviour of 
the actors towards him and the district 
administration. Environmental protec-
tion and its implementation are pro-
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fessional and private needs for Weber. 
However, this should not jeopardise 
civil peace.

5.3 Lukas Nuhna – Founder of 
Gegen den Wind Bohnheim

Person and relevance
Lukas Nuhna is co-founder and re-
sponsible for the citizens’ initiative 
Gegen den Wind Bohnheim, launched 
in 2015. Nuhna himself describes it as 
a loose association of various interest 
groups from the region around Bo-
hnheim. Its manifesto states that it 
does not fundamentally oppose wind 
energy. Nevertheless, its members 
believe that Bohnheim has contrib-
uted enough to the energy transition 
with over 50 wind turbines and that 
further expansion of wind power had 
too many negative consequences. 
They justify these statements on their 
homepage with the following:

Their involvement is particularly 
demonstrated by information work, 
event organisation, and regional net-
working.

Positions
All in all, Lukas Nuhna positions him-
self against the further expansion of 
wind power in Bohnheim. He con-
siders wind power to be acceptable as 
a supplementary energy source, but 
neither to the extent that it would be 
used in Bohnheim nor as the main 
energy source. He does not want any 
further disfigurement of the landscape 
in Bohnheim. Aufwind GmbH must, 
therefore, cease its business activit-
ies. He believes that Aufwind GmbH’s 

activities should not be subsidised and 
that the operators should be further 
enriched, as the price is ultimately 
paid by consumers through the EEG 
levy. Thus, he wants companies to no 
longer be able to profit from non-sus-
tainable projects such as wind power 
in Bohnheim.

Nuhna perceives a threat to earth-
worms from the soil compaction 
caused by wind power construction 
and criticises that water no longer 
drains away naturally but flows into 
the valley. The protection of bees, 
which are threatened by infrasound, 
and the protection of birds, such as 
the red kite, are no longer guaran-
teed. He considers these species to be 
particularly worthy of protection due 
to their crucial roles in maintaining 
biodiversity, supporting ecosystems, 
and contributing to food security 
through pollination combined with 
their threatened status. He would also 
like to let his dog run around freely 
without hesitation, but it would be 
frightened by the turbines.

Nuhna would like the district adminis-
trator and administration to pay more 
attention to the health situation, the 
wishes of the citizens – both generally 
and specifically the immediate halt of 
wind power expansion – and the 
defined legal situation. He would like 
to encourage his fellow citizens to 
reflect on the whole issue of wind 
power.

Interests
Species conservation, the protection 
of native flora and fauna, and the 
landscape are interests that Nuhna 
particularly pursues. He demands 
politicians and citizens to invest in a 
proper, functioning energy future. This 
could not consist of wind or solar 
power because their “fluttering elec-
tricity” is ineffective. He wants a sens-
ible solution to be found and imple-
mented, citing the example of nuclear 
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• “Our last red kites and bats are being killed!

• The effects of the massive infrasound on our 
health are unforeseeable!

• Our fissured karst soil is not suitable for the 
wind giants!

• The landscape of our region is being destroyed 
continuously!



fusion in France. He is in favour of 
adequate regulation of the expansion 
of wind power in Bohnheim, so that 
the health of citizens is not further 
endangered by infrasound. He con-
siders political activism and the form-
ation of alliances to be elementary for 
the realisation of these goals.

He further wishes he could rely on the 
laws and the district administration. 
He also claims it is hardly possible to 
draw up an FNP that withstands regu-
latory scrutiny and can be effectively 
implemented. In this regard, he calls 
for a more reliable legal system, more 
fairness towards local authorities, and 
a general strengthening of local au-
thority law. With regard to Bohnheim 
council, Nuhna is keen to discuss the 

“matter itself” regardless of party affil-
iations. He expects councillors to rep-
resent the citizens and not their own 
interests. Overall, he wants to com-
municate and discuss with all those 
involved in the conflict, including wind 
power companies, public and political 
stakeholders, and civil society. 

Needs
The central needs behind Nuhna’s 
activism are environmental protec-
tion, health protection (including for 
his own family), and preserving the 
feeling of a home in which he feels 

comfortable. It is also important to 
him that all these dimensions are 
considered holistically and globally to 
protect the world. 

5.4 Niklas Linde – Aufwind GmbH

Person and relevance
Niklas Linde is a co-founder and one 
of the managing directors of Aufwind 
GmbH, one of the region’s leading 
companies working on renewable en-
ergy. The aim of its foundation is:

“to achieve more for the region to-
gether. Various experienced wind 
power operators, […] who had previ-
ously developed their own grassroots 
wind projects, joined forces. As a 
group, it was possible to tackle larger 
projects at regional level. The motiva-
tion was and is: to promote renewable 
energies and use the profits to 
strengthen our local region in a vari-
ety of ways.”

(Aufwind GmbH)

Positions
In general, Linde says that Aufwind 
GmbH is planning further wind power 
projects in the Bohnheim area, 
whereby distances of more than 1000 
meters are to be maintained. He is 
interested in social awareness-raising 
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work on the topic of wind power and 
anything related. Furthermore, he 
wants to engage in foundation work in 
Bohnheim. Linde believes that oppon-
ents of wind power (also due to their 
unscientific perceived arguments, 
such as wind turbines marring the 
natural beauty of the landscape) are 
being recruited by right-wing parties. 
Consequently, he neither wants to 
pursue or give in to them nor empath-
ise with them. Nevertheless, he says 
he wants to participate in a discussion 
addressing the issue.

Interests
With regard to the energy industry, 
Linde seeks redemocratisation 
through decentralisation. This way, 
the energy industry should not only be 
dominated by large corporations but 
should serve both nature conservation 
and civil society. In general, he be-
lieves that the conflict should be ad-
dressed and not ignored. He sees 
himself as a political person who 
considers the general public and aims 
to act responsibly for society. How-
ever, if no agreements can be reached 
out of court, he wants to utilise the 
rule of law, e.g., if Bohnheim council 
takes a stand against the expansion. 
Honesty and authenticity in the (na-
tional) energy industry are very im-

portant to him. He believes that the 
energy transition in Germany should 
not be realised through the exploitat-
ive and inhumane import of foreign 
energy but by developing own local 
concepts for sustainable energy gen-
eration, like further advancing the 
synergy between wind and solar 
power. Finally, he wants to fight for 
what is important to him. Not least 
because he promotes renewable ener-
gies as a career, financial profit is one 
of Linde’s interests.

Needs
With regard to wind power, Linde’s 
central needs are democracy and 
environmental protection, as well as 
financial security and securing 
prosperity through economic success. 
Contentment and happiness are fun-
damental, and they can be achieved 
through sustainability, altruism, and 
success. A rule of law that is adhered 
to is likewise significant.

5.5 Limitations and future research
Given the conflict’s complexity, this 
analysis serves as an initial insight, 
forming a solid basis for a compre-
hensive academic examination. The 
small sample size of four participants 
does pose a limitation regarding the 
study’s generalisability. However, the 
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sample retains representational value 
as it includes key conflict parties and 
reflects typical conflict lines in other 
municipalities. While the findings 
provide valuable insights into the 
specific context of Bohnheim, future 
research with a larger and more di-
verse sample could enhance the ro-
bustness and broader applicability of 
the conclusions. Therefore, further 
investigations could include adding 
conflict actors, conducting in-depth 
research into parties’ needs, reconcil-
ing needs with concrete actions, ana-
lysing discrepancies, understanding 
civilian perceptions and wishes, and 
exploring conflict parties' differing 
views and possibilities for finding 
solutions. Given the research circum-
stances of the paper on hand, there 
was a gender, age, and class gap in 
each interview constellation, which 
influenced the conversations, the in-
terviewees’ answers and, thus, the 
analysis. To get as authentic an im-
pression as possible, further inter-
views could be conducted by scientists 
who feel they belong to different 
social groups than the author. This 
way, a diverse understanding of the 
conflict perceptions could be ap-
proached.

6. Resources for conflict 
transformation
Overall, it became clear that needs 
often overlap or at least do not contra-
dict each other, although the interests 
and positions are opposing. It is 
particularly striking at this point that 
environmental protection is expressed 
by all actors as the central driving 
force behind their actions in this con-
flict. The primary distinction is that 
Linde advocates for the expansion of 
wind power, emphasising the need for 
renewable energy like many other 
actors, while Nuhna prioritises the 
protection of biodiversity and species 
conservation, which leads to opposi-
tion to further wind energy develop-
ment. This green versus green di-

lemma is already known in research, 
and several proposed solutions from 
other case studies could be used to 
tackle this issue. For example, Köppel 
et al. (2014) propose adaptive plan-
ning and management strategies in 
their paper Cautious but Committed: 
Moving Toward Adaptive Planning and 
Operation Strategies for Renewable 
Energy’s Wildlife Implications. They 
suggest adjusting wind turbine opera-
tions to protect wildlife, such as bats, 
and incorporating ongoing monitoring 
and flexible decision-making to bal-
ance renewable energy expansion 
with biodiversity conservation.

Avila (2018) highlights that under-
standing opposition to wind power 
projects through an environmental 
justice lens can aid in conflict trans-
formation in rural areas like Bo-
hnheim. By recognising local con-
cerns—such as land use and the im-
pact on livelihoods—Avila suggests 
that stakeholders can shift the dia-
logue toward a more inclusive ap-
proach that balances renewable en-
ergy goals with community well-be-
ing. This perspective, she argues, may 
help create solutions that align with 
the shared goal of environmental pro-
tection while addressing the deeper, 
often overlooked grievances of local 
populations. 

Simultaneously, the common goal of 
environmental protection could form 
the basis of a new joint debate on how 
wind power harms the environment 
and contributes to its protection, and 
what a policy maximising environ-
mental protection could look like in 
Bohnheim. At this point, it would be 
necessary to further examine how 
strong the need for environmental 
protection is among the individual 
stakeholders and why. The same ap-
plies to the threat to flora and fauna. 
External, scientific input from various 
disciplines is of great importance 
here.
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It is further noticeable that Schneider, 
Weber and Linde emphasise the need 
to uphold the rule of law and act 
accordingly. According to the state-
ments of Schneider, Weber and 
Nuhna, justice can also be identified 
as a common need. Schneider and 
Linde regard democracy as a require-
ment of politics. A discourse on how 
the values of the rule of law, justice, 
and democracy are practiced in local 
politics in Bohnheim can be useful at 
this point – also in order to sub-
sequently transfer it to the topic of 
wind power. 

In addition, all stakeholders ex-
pressed an interest in representing 
the population and acting in a socially 
beneficial manner. Social desirability 
or an asymmetry between what wants 
to be publicly expressed can be sur-
mised at this point. With regard to the 
representation of the population, it 
must be asked whether the parties to 
the conflict are striving for the repres-
entation of the entire population or 
only that of part of the population 
(e.g., their electorate). The percep-
tions of what the majority of the pop-
ulation wants are contradictory. This 
is where independent research into 
what citizens and, above all, the silent 
majority in this conflict want could be 
initiated – e.g., through informal par-
ticipation. A further question would be 
to what extent the population’s voting 
behaviour influences the parties’ pos-
ition on the conflict.

The need to protect health lies partic-
ularly behind Nuhna’s positions, while 
Linde denies that health protection is 
jeopardised by the expansion of wind 
power. At this point – as with the topic 
of environmental protection – a sci-
entific debate on the extent to which 
wind power harms human health 
could be helpful.

Some criticism is directed at laws and 
their implementation, so it may be 

useful to differentiate which conflicts 
can be successfully resolved in Bo-
hnheim and which cannot. This could 
render some lines of conflict superflu-
ous or shift them to other arenas 
(e.g., to the national level).

Another topic that affects many stake-
holders (Schneider, Linde, Nuhna, 
Weber) is the financial impact of wind 
power. While some believe wind power 
income should flow into the village, 
Schneider fears that it threatens 
voluntary work. For Linde, the success 
of wind energy also means securing 
financial livelihoods. A discourse could 
be opened on how the financial needs 
can mutually be covered. Figure 6 
summarises the shared needs of the 
stakeholders involved.

Generally, there is a willingness to 
engage in dialogue among all stake-
holders, which is regarded as a good 
basis for possible conflict resolution. 
Various wishes could be addressed 
this way, such as the SPD chair’s wish 
to strengthen the village community. 
A further elaboration would have to 
examine to what extent this willing-
ness to engage in discourse exists and 
why it is signalled. Differentiating 
topics contained in the conflict can be 
useful for successful conflict manage-
ment. 
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Bohnheim. Own graphic.



The wind power conflict in Bohnheim 
is emotionally charged, highlighting 
the issue's importance to the com-
munity. Stakeholders are divided over 
environmental priorities: proponents 
of renewable energy see it as essen-
tial, while opponents fear its impact 
on biodiversity, health, and local life. 
Tensions around financial stakes also 
add to the emotional intensity. This 
emotional energy can be a resource 
for conflict resolution. Strong emo-
tions can foster solidarity and collect-
ive action. By engaging stakeholders 
in structured forums to express and 
exchange these emotions, their con-
cerns can be transformed into cooper-
ative efforts, promoting inclusive 
solutions that balance renewable en-
ergy goals with biodiversity protection 
(Bramsen & Poder 2018).

The stakeholder perspectives in this 
analysis align with typical attitudes in 
the wind power expansion conflict, as 
evidenced by related research. Weber 
et al. (2017) found dissent against 
wind power mainly in rural areas in 
their Germany-wide study on conflicts 
surrounding Germany’s Ener-
giewende. Effective communication, 
citizen participation, and addressing 
emotional concerns emerged as cru-
cial, mirroring findings in this paper. 
This pattern extends internationally. 
Koelmana and Hartmann’s (2022) 
study on wind turbine policy in the 
Netherlands highlights the neglect of 
local issues in overarching govern-
ment policies, leading to emotional 
resistance. Frantál et al. (2023) in 
Spain and the Czech Republic identi-
fied conflict components related to 
landscape and wind energy, proposing 
a typology of conflicts from neighbour 
disputes (e.g., the allocation of finan-
cial benefits versus the perceived 
burden of visual impact) to hierarch-
ical power conflicts (e.g., preferences 
of the local population conflicting with 
national legislations). Lindvall’s 
(2023) findings in Sweden emphasise 

perceptions of distributive injustice 
due to uneven wind power deploy-
ment, suggesting formal compensa-
tion schemes. In Brazil, Brannstrom et 
al. (2022) emphasise community 
consultations and profit-sharing for 
local wind power acceptance, reflect-
ing concerns about transparent con-
tracts and environmental impact. 
Similar land rights conflicts in Kenya 
reveal opposition from Indigenous 
communities facing encroachments on 
their lands. Kavilu (2021) stresses the 
importance of respecting local land 
rights, involving communities, and 
formulating policies. Despite wind en-
ergy growth, these conflicts highlight 
the challenges of balancing expansion 
with community protection and rights, 
emphasising the need for a just trans-
ition.

7. Conclusion
The issue of expanding wind power in 
Bohnheim is a complex conflict with a 
long history. Legal norms like the EEG 
or BauGB shape the framework and 
dictate wind power’s privileged status 
and state support. Every municipality 
has at least the official possibility of 
controlling the spatial realisation of 
this by means of an FNP. Due to mor-
phological factors, Bohnheim sees an 
above-average amount of wind power 
compared to other regions, leading to 
discussions about turbine numbers, 
ecological impact, and management 
by the district, municipality, compan-
ies, and courts. 

All in all, some conflicting parties’ 
positions, interests, and needs were 
identified. This way, it became appar-
ent that (as hypothesised in Chapter 
4.1) actors with contradictory posi-
tions occasionally share the same 
underlying needs, further proving the 
usability of the conflict onion. Ex-
amples include environmental protec-
tion and acting based on the rule of 
law, serving as resources for conflict 
transformation. Additionally, the will-
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ingness of all parties to engage in 
dialogue and the question of which 
conflicts can be meaningfully resolved 
in Bohnheim and which should be ad-
dressed on a national level might 
benefit conflict transformation. 

In the course of rapid climate change, 
conflicts over the use of land in gen-
eral, but especially related to renew-
able energies, increasingly appear on 
a global scale – tackling slightly differ-
ent themes. Still, everything is tied to 
social interests, and the needs of 
people are instantly affected. The 
following learnings from this paper 
help transform these conflicts from a 
destructive to a constructive3 and 
beneficial level beyond Bohnheim and 
Germany:

• Positions ≠ need: Behind oppos-
ing positions frequently lie similar 
needs.

• Outsource conflicts that are to be 
addressed elsewhere: If people 
are diversely advantaged or disad-
vantaged by the implementation of 
regulations, they tend to fight over 
the latter, even though changing 
these does not lie in their scope of 
power. These discussions should be 
outsourced, and criticism should be
addressed to the decision-making 
bodies drafting these regulations, 
e.g., the national political level.

• Emotionality versus rationality:
If a conflict builds on a long history 
and affects people’s identities, 
values or lives, it tends to get 
emotional, leading to actors occa-
sionally losing sight of the topic but 

focusing on fighting one another. 
Like in Bohnheim, these emotions 
should be addressed through con-
flict resolution and mediation, 
rather than just discussing the con-
flict theme itself.

• Emotionality as a resource: When 
a conflict involves strong emotions, 
it indicates that people care deeply 
about the issue and feel respons-
ible for it. This emotional energy 
can be redirected into participatory 
development, encouraging com-
munity involvement in finding 
solutions. For instance, in concerns 
over wind power expansion, resid-
ents' emotional investment can be 
harnessed to create community 
forums where they express their 
worries, share ideas, and collabor-
ate with stakeholders. This process 
addresses their fears and fosters a 
sense of ownership over environ-
mental protection efforts, leading 
to more sustainable and accepted 
outcomes.

• Participation is key: If peoples’ 
interests and needs are considered 
and preferably addressed in de-
cisions that affect them (in this 
case, even their homes)—or if they 
even profit from it—tensions ease. 
Hence, national regulations should 
consider not only the environ-
mental impact but equally the 
social one. Furthermore, the dis-
crepancy between cities that ‘de-
cide’ and municipalities that ‘imple-
ment’ needs to be addressed.

• Differentiating lines of conflict: If 
different thematic lines on conflict 
are revealed (e.g., formal/informal, 
administrative), conflict transform-
ation can be structured along 
these, helping to grasp and handle 
sensitive contexts.

Further investigation is seen as ex-
tremely useful—not least because this 

3 Kriesberg (1998) defines constructive conflicts as 
those that lead to stable, positive outcomes, 
fostering closer relationships and generating more 
benefits than harm, often achieved through 
cooperative, problem-solving approaches. In 
contrast, destructive conflicts are marked by 
escalating harm, increasing mistrust, and 
deepening inequalities, resulting in unstable and 
often prolonged disputes.
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is a dynamic and ongoing conflict 
whose continuous scientific monitor-
ing and analysis can promote con-
structive processing. In addition, wind 
power conflicts occur in many (Ger-
man) municipalities. An intermuni-
cipal (scientific) exchange can, there-
fore, be beneficial.

Finally, it should be emphasised that 
the conflict surrounding the expansion 
of wind power in Bohnheim is not only 
an obstacle but also a unique oppor-
tunity for the development of the 
municipality and beyond. The inter-
viewees emphasised that it offers 
space for a debate on topics relevant 
to the future, one’s own (party-polit-
ical) values and behaviour, and the 
community and its structures. People 
are mobilised to stand up for their 
values publicly and politically and to 
learn how to discuss issues object-
ively. The conflict offers a learning 
environment, especially for young 
people, to try out democratic beha-
viour and endure conflicts. Wilhelm 
Weber commented, “[…] that people 
were prepared to exchange ideas, I 
think that’s good and that actually 
gives us hope. And that is something 
positive.”
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Appendix: Interview guide

Conflict profile

• What is the conflict about from your perspective? (5min)
1. Wind power in general?

2. Land use plan?

3. When did the conflict begin? Why?

4. What were the 5 most important events?

5. Who is involved?

6. What are the causes of the conflict? Structural (laws / politics etc.)? Direct 
causes (who started it in the community?)

• Dynamics
1. How has the conflict developed recently?

2. What new (this year) developments can be noted? (e.g. SFNP)

Role of the interviewee

• What role do you play in the conflict?
1. Why are you involved? As who?

2. What are your duties / tasks?

• Best-case scenario: If you could decide how to proceed with wind power in 
Borchen, what would it look like? Why? 

• What interests are you pursuing? 
1. Why is this important to you? 

2. What power/possibilities do you have to enforce this idea?

3. To what extent does the conflict affect you a) professionally b) personally? 

4. To what extent does the conflict represent an obstacle for you? 

5. Are there any positive aspects to the conflict? 

Local politics

• How is the council dealing with the wind power conflict?

• How do you like local politics in Borchen in general?
1. Is there anything that particularly annoys you in Borchen politics? If so, 

what & why?

2. What do you particularly like?

• How can you get involved in local development and have a say?

• What was better / worse in Borchen in the past?
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• What do you enjoy in the village community? What annoys you?

• What would you like to change?

Other stakeholders

• What is your relationship to the other stakeholders?

• What interests do they pursue and why?
1. To what extent are there overlaps in terms of interests and actions?

2. To what extent are there differences?

• What do you want from the other actors?

• Who mobilizes whom and how?

Outlook

• Do you have a vision for the future of Borchen? What do you think will happen 
here in 5 or 20 years? 

• How do you feel about the energy supply in the future?

• In your opinion, is there anything that could help to resolve the conflict?
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